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the sustenance of the said fleet and seamen and soldiers; made by means and intervention of the
officers which I shall nominate; and see that the supplies and victuals and all the other things
bought and provided for the sustenance and service of the said fleets be of the perfection and good
quality required, and are what you see to be necessary for the conservation and health of the people
and the carrying out of the results aimed at through them: And having for the service of such
fleet to capture and seize ships, give strict warning that the seizing be solely of ships suitable and
necessary for the results expected of the fleet, and that the persons engaged in this neither molest nor
insult anyone, make no agreements nor receive anything direcdy or indirectly, nor in any other way,
from the owners of such ships, for setting them free. And if anyone is proved guilty in this, arrange
for his public chastisement.
 8.	As you know, in the size and tonnage of the ships in my pay and service for the occasions
which present themselves, there have several times been errors in the accounts, of much hurt to my
estate.    And as, for this reason, so much is wasted and spent in the fleets of big ships which are
assembled, it is necessary to see to the remedy of it; and so I charge you particularly that with
special care and attention you order and procure that the tonnage and measures of such things are
done well and exactly by measure and cobdo marked and known, and by expert persons who have
experience of the art of mensuration of ships, and are conscientious men of good report and of whom
there cannot be nor is any distrust; for you see how important this is, as well in order that these
losses cease, which have grown to such an extent; for this reason and also in order that the parties
get and have what is rightly theirs, and no more.
 9.	You are to take great care that the Captains, masters, boatswains, pilots, and sailors, who will
have to serve in the ships, and are also engaged on pay to sail in the said fleets, reside in and always
arc on board, and are not absent without your express licence, or that of the Captain-General of such
fleet.   And that when such licence is conceded, that it be after much consideration, whether it is
for a just cause; and that it be for a limited period; and  that such licence is confirmed by the
accountant and the inspector of the said fleet.   And if anyone is absent without it, he does not earn
his pay, nor should be paid.
10.	You will have to make a muster-roll and review of the people who are to serve in the
ships of the fleets formed and newly assembled, every time it seems suitable to you; communicating
them to my inspectors and accountants of the fleet; and you will order that in the said muster-roll
there be no mention of soldier or sailor who is absent unless it were with your licence for a short
time, and for a good reason as above said.
n. In the instructions and orders given to the Captains-General of particular fleets, the form is
explained in which the captures made are to be distributed, and the portions to be given to each
one of them. And you will give orders that they be kept and fulfilled as is contained and explained
in them, and when the fleets are ordered to assemble and form a fleet of ships in which you have
to sail as my Captain^General of the Ocean-Sea, in order to search for corsairs; and for some other
purpose or enterprise in my Service (as) I shall order to be explained; and you will be advised of the
form to be followed in the distribution of the captures made by them or had by them from the
enemies; and the share you as my Captain-General will have and get from the captures.
 12.	When for some purpose of my service it becomes necessary to take, seize or detain any ships
in the ports and on the coasts of my Kingdoms and  lordships, strangers there, and natives  of
countries of friends and allies of ours, take very particular care that the captains, masters, and
coxswains of the said ships, and the people working in them, are very well treated and that they
are given full rations and are not detained longer than is necessary for serving and that they be
paid their wages promptly and in such manner that no one can complain nor be aggrieved, nor
come upon me for it.
 13.	The title I have ordered to be given to you of Captain-General of the Ocean-Sea and of

